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What might short stories written by William Faulkner, James Joyce, Philip Roth, or Flannery O’Conner have in common with a modern, edgy teen novel?

Not much? Think again.

When my third novel, Saint Iggy was born, I was taking a short story class in New York City. I’d never studied the classic writers or the short story form, so when I was asked to submit a story to an anthology I decided it was time to learn some new skills. 

I wasn’t sure what to expect. Would the stories be dull and needlessly complex? Would my classmates, most of whom were retired men and women taking the class for pleasure rather than course credit, have interesting things to say? How would reading short stories influence my writing?

I couldn’t have imagined the answer to that last question. Not only did I finish my story for the anthology, but I infused the ideas from the class into my new YA novel. I kept the same gritty, underbelly world of Fat Kid Rules the World, and the same musically influenced characters (Iggy is named after Iggy Pop, but he’s more like Sid Vicious) but now I combined these traits with literary ideas like tropes – a word repeated throughout the text, often used to imply more than it’s literal meaning. (Can you find the trope in Saint Iggy?)
If you look at my notes for the course you’ll find Iggy’s name written in the margins of my papers. “Flannery O’Connor’s characters are beaten into the position they’re in by life. They can’t figure how to get out.” That’s Iggy. “The villains become the heroes because we’re allowed to connect with them as characters.” Iggy. “James Joyce uses the imagery of white snow falling all over Ireland to symbolize something greater than what the text names outright.” Iggy.

Exploring the work of these writers, along with hearing the comments from the men and women in my class whose observations crossed generational lines and offered glimpses into lives very different from my own, allowed a story to grow that might not have otherwise. 
That’s fusion. Learning from the past, but applying our own personal twists to make those ideas new and unique in the present. 
*
*
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K.L Going lives in Glen Spey, NY. Saint Iggy is her third book. Her first book Fat Kid Rules the World was a Michael Printz honor book and her second book, The Liberation of Gabriel King, was an IRA notable book and a Booksense Pick. All of KL’s books are also available as audio books. 
